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standpoint, while the search for a settlement continues, the status quo

serves as a useful reminder to Britain of its continuing responsibilities

in the Western Hemisphere.
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On December 14, the scheduled talks were postponed following a request from

the Argentine Deputy Foreign Minister, which cited his need to remain in Buenos

Aires during the transition of government following President Viola’s ouster by fellow

members of the ruling military Junta on December 10. In telegram 24760 from London,

December 15, the Embassy reported that “no new date was set for the talks, but the

British assume the delay may carry over until the spring as the new Argentine government

reassesses its position on the Falklands.” (Department of State, Central Foreign Policy

File, D810596–1184) After a brief interval, Viola was succeeded as de facto President of

Argentina by Lieutenant General Leopoldo Galtieri on December 22.

9. Memorandum of Conversation

1

Buenos Aires, January 27, 1982

SUBJECT

Status of Falklands Dispute; Beagle Negotiations; Argentine Ties to Nonaligned

Movement

PARTICIPANTS

Mr. Richard Forrester, Malvinas Desk, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

John F. Keane, Political Officer, American Embassy

Falklands Dispute

Forrester does not expect any significant new Argentine initiative

regarding the Malvinas dispute in the near future. Activity has been

at a standstill in his office since the government crisis here led to

postponement of talks scheduled for late last year.
2

Rescheduling them

may be put off until Ambassador Ortiz de Rozas is replaced in London.

1

Source: Department of State, Bureau of European Affairs, United Kingdom Political

Files, Lot 89D489, POL–15(h) Country Political 82—Latin America. Confidential. Drafted

by Keane on January 28; cleared by King.
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See footnote 4, Document 8.
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I asked Forrester for his views on a recent article in Buenos Aires

daily La Prensa by gadfly Iglesias Rouco, who alleged that the Galtieri

administration may be considering sending an “ultimatum” to Her

Majesty’s Government demanding recognition of Argentine sover-

eignty over the Malvinas and significant movement toward resolution

of the drawn-out dispute. Forrester brushed aside the article as Rouco’s

fantasy. He acknowledged that there are officials in the Armed Forces

and the Foreign Ministry who would like to threaten or use force, but

these people are not involved in the issue. He noted, for example, that

in the Foreign Ministry the only officials involved are Under Secretary

Ros, the Malvinas directorate, the legal division in a supporting role

and, of course, Foreign Minister Costa Mendez. He said that he did

not know the attitude of Costa Mendez or the President, but it appeared

to him that the administration is fully engaged in other issues (e.g. the

economy and, in foreign affairs, the Beagle dispute). The Malvinas

problem is on the back burner.

[Omitted here are portions of the discussion relating to Argentina’s

dispute with Chile over the Beagle Channel, Argentine participation

in the Non-Aligned Movement, and decisionmaking in the Argentine

Foreign Ministry.]

10. Editorial Note

On February 24, 1982, the Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S.

Embassy in London, Edward J. Streator, met with British Minister of

State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs Richard Luce for a tour

d’horizon of Latin American topics in anticipation of the latter’s meet-

ing with Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Thomas

O. Enders, scheduled to take place in Washington on March 1. During

the meeting, which also touched upon El Salvador, Belize, and Cuba,

Luce commented on the upcoming negotiations on the Falklands/

Malvinas, set to begin in New York on February 26. In telegram 4235

from London, February 25, the Embassy transmitted a synopsis of the

meeting and on these negotiations: “Luce noted that he would be in

New York over the weekend for further discussions with Argentine

officials on the future of the Falkland Islands. The Argentines, he said,

were if anything more prickly than ever. The new regime in Buenos

Aires was sounding more hawkish. It came through in a more aggres-

sive attitude toward Chile over the Beagle Channel, and the Falklands

negotiations could easily go the same route, to the disadvantage of all
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