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your government (USG) would be inclined to defend a colonial system

represented by fewer than 2,000 persons thousands of kilometers from

the metropol. We believe firmly that such situations belong to the

history of past centuries and that it is not rationally possible to ask us

to be the last example of a colonial aggression.”

5. The last point in the paper responds in a way to our request for

assurances. The Foreign Minister commented that this point was the

key. It states: “We can offer all the tranquility and security required if

public and express recognition of our sovereignty is made real, along

with the stipulation, also public, that in a period not to exceed the end

of the year 1982 the consequences of said recognition will be made

concrete.” I told the President that we were not talking about US

support or lack of support for the British position, that we were not

taking sides, and that we were only speaking of the possibility of

military action, a possibility which concerns us greatly. I said that

such action could bring unforeseen and very grave consequences. The

President said that Argentina was prepared to face such consequences.

6. Comment: Galtieri was emotional and, I believe, quite nervous.

I’m still not certain that he means to take action tomorrow. It would

be in his nature to run a bluff to the very end. On the other hand, his

ego shows signs of serious inflation and I’m afraid that he is capable

of doing something stupid.

Shlaudeman

38. Telegram From the Department of State to the Mission to

the United Nations

1

Washington, April 2, 1982, 0019Z

87649. Subject: Falkland Islands Dispute in the Security Council.

1. (C–Entire Text)

2. US should vote for the resolution which the British have informed

us they will introduce in the Security Council calling on all parties to

refrain from the use of force in the Falkland Islands dispute and to
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Source: Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820173–1064. Confiden-

tial; Niact Immediate. Sent for information Immediate to all UN Security Council capitals
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seek settlement of the matter through peaceful negotiations.
2

US repre-

sentatives should make a brief statement during the debate in the

Council in support of the principles in the UK resolution, emphasizing

the need for peaceful, negotiated settlement. The US statement should

not comment in any way on the question of sovereignty over the

Falkland Islands. The Secretary has been in touch with Lord Carrington

to assure him of our strong support for the UK position. If UK proposes

approval by the Council of a statement by the President of the Council

instead of a resolution, US should likewise support.

Haig

2

In telegram 808 from USUN, sent at 0104Z, April 2, the Mission informed the

Department that a special emergency session of the Security Council would be held the

evening of April 1 “at urgent request of the UK.” At the session, the Mission continued,

“UK seeks a statement by the President of the Security Council which is non-judgmental,

balanced and emphasizes restraint by both parties, non-use of force and settlement by

peaceful means. UK statement to the Council will point to the imminent danger of armed

invasion of the Falklands and the deterrent effect which prompt Council action might

have on GOA.” (Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820173–1097)

39. Telegram From the Department of State to the Embassies in

Argentina and the United Kingdom

1

Washington, April 2, 1982, 0304Z

87865. Subject: UK-Argentine Confrontation: Secretary Calls In

Argentine Ambassador.

1. (S–Entire text).

2. The Secretary called in Argentine Ambassador Takacs at 7:45

p.m., April 1. They met for 15 minutes, with ARA DAS Bosworth also

present. The Secretary told Takacs that the President and he are deeply

concerned about the situation in the South Atlantic. Our assessment

suggests that the use of force is contemplated on the Falkland Islands

and in South Georgia as well. We know that the UK will take a counter
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