-ADVANCE COPIES: FALKLAND ISLANDS

P8 Aok Sy o - himMmeED Bl
| PS/LPS s Sl R R L 151,1;\15[ .
PS/MR LUCE R e 3 : . .
. PS/Ld.TREFGARNE ° Aty
.. “PS/PUS SRR e
. MR GIFFARD o e L R
".MR WRIGHT b taii. . ADVANCE @PIES (16x).
‘MR ADAXS - e e ; N
JiR GILLMORE

: HQ/SAmD (Standard Dist.+-A D. FI )
HD/DEFENCE D |
HD/NEWS D
HD/UND
PS/No. 1C, DOWNING STREMTJ’
DIO CABINET OFFICE -
RESIDENT CLERK

(Copies passed to the Emergency Staff anﬁ MOD SITCEN)

— LA P J?!'Q"“." T a® T e TR T, AT LT W e —— T R e AR . s s

UNCLASSI FIED

P VASHINGTON 0419262 APR 82

TO {MMEDIATE F C O

TELEGRAM NO 1111 OF 4 APRIL

INFO UKMIS NEW YORK, UKDEL NATO, PARIS, BONN, OTTAWA, B!S NEW YORK

e gl

MiPTs FALKLAND 1§SLANDS

 FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF EDITORIAL IN THE WASHINGTON POST OF 4 APRIL:
BEGINS : : —

ARGENTINA’S AGGRESSION

SUPERFICIALLY, THERE IS AN ALEC GUINNESS QUALITY TO ARGENTINA®S
TAKEOVER OF BRITAIN’S TINY, REMOTE FALKLAND ISLANDS IN THE SOUTH
ATLANTIC. BUT IT 1S A SERIOUS AFFAIR, AND IT COULD HAVE GRIEVOUS
CONSEQUENCES~FOR ARGENTINA=IF THE REGIME IN BUENOS AIRES DOES NOT
QUICKLY END ITS FOOLISH VENTURE AND RESTORE THE STATUS QUO.

IT IS CLEAR ENOUGH WHY ARGENTINA, HAVING FOR 149 YEARS KEPT
WITHIN BOUNDS ITS OUTRAGE OVER BRTAIN’S HOLD ON THE FALKLANDS,
INVADED EARLY FRIDAY, IT WAS NO CASE OF A NATION’S BEING FINALLY
PROVOKED BEYOND ALL HUMAN TOLERANCE BY SOME NEW INJUSTICE OR
HUMILIATION, NOTHING WHATEVER HAD HAPPENED IN THE FALKLANDS, WHOSE
1,808 INHABITANTS HAVE REPEATEDLY OPTED TO STAY WITH BRITAIN, BUT
SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED IN ARGENTINA, AS PART OF THE BARGAINING
WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES THAT RECENTLY PRODUCED A NEW PRESIDENT,

NATIONALISTIC ELEMENTS IN THE OFFICER CORPS GAINED A NEW
ASCENDAKCY, THE ECONOMIC PROGRAM OF THE GOVERNMENT IS INCREASINGLY
UNPOPULAR, A DISTRACTION WAS CONSIDERED TIMELY, AND SO THE ARMY
MOVED, KHOWING THAT ALL ARGENTINES, REGARDLESS OF THEIR CURRENT
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" ASCENDANCY, THE ECONOMIC PROGRAM OF THE GOVE RNMENT IS mcgsasmm‘ o
~UNPOPULAR, A DISTRACTION WAS CONSIDERED TIMELY, AND SO TRE ARMY
MOVED, KNOWING THAT ALL ARGENTINES, REGARDLESS OF THEIR CURRENT
POLITICAL VIEWS, ARE BROUGHT UP BELIEVING THAT THE FALKLANDS ARE
THE MALVINAS, ;

BRITAIN'S PRIME MINISTER SPOKE THE SIMPLE TRUTH WHEN SHE
LABELED THE ARGENTINE ACT ’’UNPROVOKED AGGRESSION.’’ IT 1S MORE
THAN LIKELY THAT THE ARGENTINES HAVE MADE A SERIOUS MISTAKE BY
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF BRITAIN’S DISTANCE AND INATTENTION, FOR MRS,
THATCHER 1S A TOUSH WOMAN, NOT INCLINED TO LET BRITISH SUBJECTS IE
RUN OFF A PART OF THE BRITISH RANGE, AND THE BRITISH DO NOT APPEAR
TO BE IN A MOOD TO BE PUSHED AROUND,

THE BRITS HAVE NOTHING TO APOLCGIZE FOR IN THE FALKLANDS. MRS,
THATCHER'S GOVERNMENT 1S TAKING THE CASE TO THE UNITED NATIONS-AND
DISPATCHING A 4p-SHIP FLEET,

DID THE ARGENTINES THINK THAT, WITH THE ADMINISTRATION DECIDING
TO RESUME ARMS SALES AND SEEKING THEIR HAND IN CENTRAL AMERICA, THEY
COULD GET THE PRESIDENT TO WINK AT THEIR GRAB OF THE FALKLANDS? WE
TRUST MR. REAGAN LEFT NO DOUBT OF THE AMERICAN REJECTION OF THE GRAR
WHEN HE TRIED TO TALK PRESIDENT GALTIERI OUT OF IT ON THURSDAY.
ARGENTINA COMMITTED AGGRESSION, BY DOING SO 1T REMOVES ITSELF FROM
CONSIDERATION AS AN AMERICAN PARTNER IN OTHER HEMISPHERIC MATTERS,
PERHAPS THE ARGENTINES WILL THINK OF THAT WHEN THEIR COLLECTIVE
HEAD CLEARS, :

UP AT THE UNITED NATIONS YESTERDAY, THE SECURITY COUNCIL GAVE
PRETTY MUCH THE SORT OF SHODDY PERFORMANCE THAT HAS BROUGHT THE
WORLD BODY INTO DISREPUTE OVER THE YEARS: ONLY 18 OF ITS MEMBERS
COULD BRING THEMSELVES TO DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE ARGENTINE PULLOUT,
PANAMA GAVE FULL AID AND COMFORT TO THE AGGRESSOR BY OPPOSING THE
RESOLUTION, AND THE SOVIET UNION AND CHINA, WITH POLAND AND SPAIN,
GAVE ALMOST FULL AID AND COMFORT BY ABSTAINING, !T WILL BE
INTERESTING TO SEE HOW THESE GOVERNMENTS SQUARE THEIR SUPPORT OF
ARGENTINA'S ACQUISITION OF TERRITORY BY FORCE_ WITH, FOR INSTANCE,
THEIR TENUNCIATION OF THE ISRAELI POSITION IN THE WEST BANK, PERHAPS
THE UNITED NATIONS IS SO FAR GONE AS A POLITICAL INSTITUTIGN THAT
IT 1S FOOLISH TO TAX IT WITH A DEMAND FOR CONSISTENCY, OR TO POINT
OUT THAT ITS CREDIBILITY=ITS REMAINING CREDIBILITY-1S AT STAKE,
ENDS.

HENDE RSON




