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quiet, direct tone. Certainly, the assembled force under full combat

orders are mounted up, ready to go into a hostile situation, and confi-

dent of success, this notwithstanding they were forced to move out

more quickly than might be desired.

(1) (C/NOFORN) Implied in [name not declassified] message and

picked up again between the lines in recent days within the Ministry

of Defence is a feeling that America perhaps does not think the British

will initiate direct military action. [less than 1 line not declassified] point

in having this one-on-one was to relay the serious intentions the UK

has to use force if diplomacy doesn’t work. The UK appears willing

to accept long-term economic difficulties associated with a hostile con-

frontation, especially if it drags out over weeks.

(2) (C/NOFORN) [name not declassified] certainly expressed the

hope that diplomacy would work.

[Omitted here is dissemination information.]

78. Message From British Foreign Secretary Pym to Secretary of

State Haig

1

London, April 7, 1982

Begins:

Dear Al,

I wanted you to know that John Nott, in his winding up speech

in today’s debate on the Falklands in the House of Commons, will

announce the establishment of a Maritime Exclusion Zone around the

Falkland Islands from 0400 on Monday 12 April.

I am asking Nicko Henderson to pass you the text of this announce-

ment with this message,
2

and I look forward to explaining the back-

ground to you when we meet tomorrow.

Yours ever,

Francis

3

Ends.

1

Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Files of Alexander M. Haig,

Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 82D370, (3) Falklands Crisis—1982. Confidential. Henderson sent the

message to Haig under an April 7 covering note. A notation on the covering note, in

an unknown hand, states that the message was received in S at 4:30 p.m., April 7.
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The text of Nott’s statement to the House of Commons is attached but not printed.

3

Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature.
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