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1. AT MY INVITATIG&, ADMIRAL ARATANHA CALLED ON ME AT HOMEe
THIS EVENING. | SPOKE TO HIM AS PROFOSEL.
2. ARATANHA SAID WITHOUT HESITATION THAT HE COULD ASSURE
MC THAT NO BRAZILIAN NAVY SHIPS, WHETHER SURFACE OR
SUBMARINE, WOULD OPERATE OQUTSIDE BRAZILIAN TERRITORIAL
WATER. HE IMPLIED THAT THIS MEANT THAT THEY WOULD BE KEPT
kHELL WITHIN THE 200 MILE LIMIT. HE ADDED THAT BRAZILIAN AIR
FORCE AIRCRAFT WCULD BE SUBJECT TO A SUMILAR RESTRICTICN.
HE |MPLIED THAT BOTH NAVY AND AR FORCE WERE DETERMINED TO
STEER WELL CLEAR OF ANY INVOLVEMENT IN A PCSSIBLE CONFLICT.
3. IN VIEW OF THIS SURPRISINGLY STRAIGHT ANSWER, | THEN
ASKtD ARATANHA WHAT WE SHOULD MAKE OF NEWSPAPER STORIES
{AT THE BRAZIL!ANS VERE COMTEMPLATING SELLING fARDEiRANTE




THAT THE 13-fo|1_1;;:-:5 WERE CONTEMPLATING SELLINS BANDE|RANTE

NAVAL RE AIRCRAFT TO ARGENTINA. HE REPEATED THAT =

ALL THREE BPAZ!L!AN SERV]C:J WERE VERY ARXICUS TO AVOiD

INVOLVEMENT., THE ARGENTINES HAD INDEED TAKEN SOUNDINGS ABOUT .

THE POSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING SUCH AIRCRAFT: BUT HE HINTED,

WITHOUT ACTUALLY SAYING SO, THAT THE BRAZILIAN AUTHORITIES

WOULD TURN DOWN THIS REQUEST. HE REMARKED THAT THE BRAZILIANS

HAD BEEN TRYIHG TO SELL XINGU AVRCRAFT TC THE ARGENTINES FOR

THREE YEARS WITHOUT SUCCESS, IMPLYING THAT THEY WOULD NOT LOOK

FAVOURABLY ON A SUDDEN REQUEST FCOR RANLDEIRANTE AIRCRAFT 1IN

PRESENT TRICKY CIRCUMSTANCES, MOREOVER, HE ADDED, IT wWOULD

BE PHYSICALLY DIFFICULT TC TRANSFER SUCH AIRCRAFT TO ARGENTINA

IN TIME FOR KHER TO MAKE ANY USE OF THEM,

COMMERT

4, | KNOY ARATANHA WELL ENOUGH TO BE CONFIDENT THAT HE

WAS GIVING ME A STRAIGHT ANSWER, THOUGH IT (S PCSSIBLE THAT

HE DOES NOT KNOW THE FULL STORY AEO”T THE BANDEIRANTES. |

CONCLUDE FROM THIS:

(A) THAT OUR TASK FORCE MEED HAVE NO WORRY ABOUT ENCOUNTERIRG
A STRAY BRAZILIAN SUBMARINE OUTSIDE ERAZILIAN TERRITORIAL
WATERS, AND
THAT REPORTS RGEN 'S HAVE SECURED BRAZILIAH
AGPEEHE“T TO AHSFER hD:ianih MARITINME

GUESTIONABLE AUTHENTICITY.

5. D THAT HIS WARM REGARDS SHOULD

BE TRAMSﬁITTED TO THE FIRST SEA LORD, HE ALSO MADE WARM

MENTION OF HIS MEETING WITH CDS IN 1977.
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