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Falklands: Rio Treaty Meeting

In his telegram of 28 April, the Uruguayan Foreign
Minister, as President of the Meeting of Consultation
under the Rio Treaty, conveyed to the Prime Minister the
message contained in paragraphs 1 and 3 of the
Resolution passed at the meeting, appealing for Britain
to cease hostilities and for a truce to be called.

I recommend that the Prime Minister should reply,
and attach a suggested draft telegram for this purpose.
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(B J P Fall)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street

CONFIDENTIAL




OUT TELEGRAM

Classification and Caveats Precedence/Deskby
CONFIDENTIAL IMMEDIATE

ZCZC
GRS
CONFIDENTIAL

ZCZC
GRS

i

CLASS
CAVEATS
DESKBY
FM FCO
PRE/ADD
TEL NO

FM FCO 01 Z MAY 82

IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON

TELEGRAM NO

REPEATED FOR INFORMATION PRIORITY TO"UKMIS NEW YORK, PARIS, BONN
ASUNCION, BOGOTA, BRASILIA, BRIDGETOWN, GUATEMALA CITY, KINGSTON,
LAPAZ, LIMA, QUITO, MONTEVIDEO, PANAMA CITY, MEXICO CITY,

PORT AU PRINCE (VIA KINGSTON) PORT OF SPAIN, CARACAS, SAN JOSE,
SAN SALVADOR, SANTIAGO, ST DOMINGO, UKDEL NATO

YOUR TELNO 1491: FALKLANDS: RIO TREATY RESOLUTION

1% In accordance with paragraph 7 of the resolution passed on
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26 April, Valdes Otero, as Chairman of the Consultation Meeting,
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has transmitted to the Prime Minister a message dated 28 April
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conveying the appeals in paragraphs 1 and 3 of the Resolution.
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Pis Please deliver to the OAS in Washington the following reply
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from the Prime Minister to Valdes Otero.

Begins. '"To His Excellency Estanislao Valdes Otero President of

the 20th Meeting of Consultation Of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
Thank you for your letter of 28 April drawing to my attention
paragraphs 1 and 3 of the Resolution which was adopted by the

Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs at its
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second plenary session on 26 April, and enclosing a copy of the
Resolution.

I note with regret that the resolution takes no account of the
fact that it is Argentina which bears the responsibility for
initiating hostilities by its unlawful invasion of the Falkland

Islands and the Dependencies on 2 and 3 April; and for
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continuing them by building up its presence on the islands in
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defiance of a mandatory resolution of the Security Council of
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the United Nations, which unequivocally demands the immediate
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withdrawal of all Argentine forces. The British Government,
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solution to the present
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situation,
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tddis in accordance wit Secur1ty Council resolution 502 of the

UN Security Counci L.(MH—EE-H#—&Q——MWL
A Lt ol . view of Argentina's failure to comply
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with this resolution, Britain[reserve/ the right to exercise its
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inherent right of self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of
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the UN Charter of the United Nations. Margaret Thatcher, Prime
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