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Falkland Dependencies

I understand that at ODSA this morning the question
was raised whether the three UN General Assembly resolutions
which have been passed on the Falklands cover the Dependencies.,

We have looked carefully at the resolutions. They refer
only to the Falkland Islands and do not explicitly mention the
Dependencies. ﬁs?eoveff'%he lists of non-self-governing
territories compiled by General Assembly Committees in 1946
and subsequently in 1964 referred exclusively to the "Falkland
Islands'. However, the report on the Falkland Islands by the
Special Committee on Decolonisation which was referred to in
the 1965 General Assembl¥ resolution %;g include factual.data
on both the Falkland Islands and the De en&gﬂaies, and references
were made in the Special CommifTee's aeEate to_both. But the
"conclusions and recdmmendations” Section of the Committee's
report did not refer to the Dependencies explicitly and we
argued that They did ngt relate to the Dependencies in a Note
which we sent to Argentina on 1 November 1965.

We are not confident that the majority of Member
States would SUpport a narrow reading of the strict words
of the Resolutions, since this would imply that the General
Assembly, having been seized of information about both the
Falkland Islands and the Dependencies, consciously intended
to adopt decisions excluding the latter from their general
scope, notwithstanding the existence of a UK/Argentine
sovereignty dispute over all of them.

We ourselves could however certainly argue that the
Resolutions cannot be read as dealing with the Dependencies.
And of course 1T remains the case that we did not support
any of these Resolutions when they were adopted, that no
General Assembly is binding and that we have consistently
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maintained that the General Assembly is not entitled to consider
territorial disputes or questions of sovereignty.

I am copying this letter to the Private Secretaries to
the Home Secretary, Defence Secretary, Paymaster General,
Attorney General, Sir Robert Armstrong and to Sir Michael
Pallisér,
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