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M TELNO 156¢ FALKLANDS: BRAZILIAN POSITION

1. AS FORECAST IN'PARA 3 OF TUR, FOREIGN MIN!STER YESTERDAY

[EFENDED IN THE SENATE THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT’S POSITION ON
THE FALKLANDS CRISIS,

R e pe o ,
2. GUERREIRO ENDURED THREE HOURS OF POLITE GRILLING BY THE

ASSEMBLED SENATORS, IN THE COURSE OF WHICH HE MADE THE FOLLOWING
SALIENT POINTS: '

(A) SINCE 1833, WHEN BRITAIN OCCUPIED THE MALVINAS (S1C)




el R et b

SINCE 1E€33,

BY FORCE, .EXPELLING THE ARBENTINE GOVERNOR,

HAD CORSTANTLY SUPPCRTED LRGENTIME CLAIM,

THAT DATE, THERE HAD NEVER BEEN ANY ARBITRATION,
JUDICITAL SENTENCE CR INTERNATIONAL TREATY WHICH GAVE
JURIDICAL VALIDITY TO THE BRITISH OCCUPATION,

BRAZIL'S PRINCIPAL PREOCCUPATIOR WAS TO REVERSE THE
PRESENT ESCALATION OF VIOLENCE AND TRY TO GET
NEGOTIATIONS GOING IN A SPIRIT OF CONCILIATION AND
JUSTICE, SHE HAD NEVER HAD ANY ASPIRATION TO ASSUME
THe ROLE OF MEDIATOR IWN THIS CONFLICT OGR TO SEEK TO
EXERCISE ANY KIKRD OF CONTINENTAL LEADERSHIP, SHE
WOULD TRY TO MAKE HERSELF USEFUL, BUT NO MORE THAN
THAT., :

THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED THE UNITED MATIOWNS
THE BEST .INSTRUMENT FOR SECURINE A SOLUTION TO THE
CONFLICT., THL THREE ELEMENTS CR 502 (V1Z CESSATION
OF HOSTILITIES, WITHDRAWAL OF F AND DEGINNING

OF NEGCTIATIONS) MUST ALL BE FULFILLED IR THE!R
ENTIRETY,

BRAZIL*S POSITION SKQULD BE SEEN N A LORG TERM COHTEX
AND IN THE LIGHT GF THI EPTIONAL DEGREE GF DIALOGUE
WHICH SHE HAD REACHED WITH NEIGH3OURING COURTRIES,

BY DINT OF OVERCOMING LONG-STANDINEG RESENTMENTS,

HER POSITION HAD TO BE ONE WHICH REFLECTED HER
PREOCCUPATION W!TH THE LATIN AMERICAN REGION OF WHICH
SHE FORMED A PART, AS WELL AS HER EXCELLENT RELATIONS
WITH ARGENTINA, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE UNITED KINGDOM
WAS ALSO A FRIENDLY COUNTRY WITH WHOM BRAZIL HAD NOT
THE SLIGHTEST POINT OF DIFFERENCE, RATHER THE CONTRARY,

ON THE QUESTION OF ARMS SALES, IT WAS ITAMARATY’S
PRACTICE NOT TO MAKE STATEMENTS ABOUT THEM, BUT HE
COULD GUARANTEE THAT THE GUIDELINE ADOPTED BY THE
BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT WAS THAT ANY SALES SHOULD NOT
CREATE DISEQUILIBRIUM BETWEEN THE CONFLICTING PARTIES,

THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT WAS OPPOSED TO. THE UNITED
STATES' DECISION TO SUPPORT BRITAIN AND ADOPT ECOKOMIC
~AND MILITARY SANCTIONS AGAINST ARGENTINA. . IT HAD
UNDOUBTEDLY DAMAGED THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, WH|CH




AND MILITARY SANCTIONS AGAINST ARGENTIWA, IT HAD
UNDCUBTEDLY DAMAGED THE INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM, WHICH

COULD NEVER BE QUITE THE SAME AGAIN, THOUGH IT wAS NOT
NECESSARILY TRUE THAT (T WOULD FALL APART.

3, THOUGH SUBJECTED TO SOME FAIRLY TRENCHANT QUESTIONIRG,
PARTICULARLY ON THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT’S EVIDERT TILT TOWARDS
fRGENTINA, GUERREIRO GAVE A GOOD ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF AND BY THE
BVD OF THE SESSION APPEARED TO HAVE WON THE UNDERSTANDING, IF
MOT THE SUPPORT, OF MOST SENATORS,

L, THIS WAS A CAUTIOUS VENTURE IN THE DIRECTION OF MINISTERIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY OF A KIND WHICH BRAZIL HAS SCARCELY SEEN SIKCE
THE REVOLUTION OF 1964, [INSOFAR AS IT IS LIKELY TO MAKE THE
QVERNMENT MORE SENSITIVE TCO PARLIAMENTARY OPINION, WHICH SEEMS
MARG I NALLY FAVOURABLE TO US IN THE PRESENT CONFLICT, THE OUTCOME
WAS SATISFACTORY.
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