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—If the attempt were made before a British military victory, it

would do great damage to relations with the U.K., amounting to

another Suez (depriving U.K. of the fruits of success at the critical

moment);

—If the President’s proposal, once the conference has convened,

failed to meet the minimum conditions of either the U.K. or Argentina,

that country could pull out of the conference with increased bitterness

and resentment towards the United States.

—The President himself is not the sort of “detail” man who is best

suited to negotiating personally a complicated peace settlement, as

Carter did at Camp David.

Conclusion

A Presidential call for a summit peace conference is a good idea

if we have reason to believe that the U.K. and Argentina are ready to

compromise their differences and if we have prior assurance that both

parties want the President in between. A call for a summit peace confer-

ence before British success on the ground, and before the two sides

show signs of a readiness to compromise, would pose too many risks

to be worthwhile.

Roger Fontaine concurs.

300. Action Memorandum From the Director of the Bureau of

Politico-Military Affairs (Howe) and the Assistant Secretary

of State-Designate for European Affairs (Burt) to the Under

Secretary of State for Political Affairs (Eagleburger)

1

Washington, May 26, 1982

SUBJECT

UK Use of US Facilities at Lajes

ISSUE FOR DECISION

This memorandum recommends that you approve UK use of US

facilities at Lajes.

1

Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, S/S Special Handling Restric-

tions Memos 1979–1983, Lot 96D262, ES Sensitive May 25–31 1982. Secret; Sensitive.

Drafted by Kanter; cleared by Blackwill. Kanter initialed for both Burt and Blackwill.
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ESSENTIAL FACTORS

As you know, our agreement with the Portuguese permits third

countries to have access to facilities at Lajes subject to GOP approval.

In response to a British request, the Portuguese have agreed in principle

to permit up to one Nimrod per day to land at Lajes for staging and

refueling. The UK will make a written request to the Portuguese for

each Nimrod transit.

OSD and JCS concur in the recommendation that we permit UK

access to Lajes.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve UK use of facilities at Lajes for transiting Nimrod

aircraft, and that you authorize Jon to so inform the British.
2

2

Reference is to Howe. Eagleburger initialed his approval of the recommendation.

301. Memorandum From Acting Secretary of State Eagleburger to

President Reagan

1

Washington, May 26, 1982

UN Security Council: New Falklands Resolution. The Security Council

unanimously passed Resolution 504
2

calling upon the Secretary General

to resume his negotiations and report back to the Council within a

week. The resolution was based on a tougher draft which included a 72-

hour ceasefire and language which directed the sides to leave previous

concessions on the table. Both provisions were opposed by us and the

UK. We had pushed for just this kind of outcome in order to head off

resolutions that would have interfered with the UK’s right of self-

defense by ordering a ceasefire and/or would have compromised the

UN’s neutrality by producing a resolution with which the British would

1

Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Very Sensitive Correspondence

Files of Alexander M. Haig, Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 83D288, Evening Reading—May 1982.

Secret.

2

Mistaken reference to United Nations Security Council Resolution 505 adopted

unanimously on May 26. For the texts of the resolution and Kirkpatrick’s statement after

its adoption, see the Department of State Bulletin, July 1982, p. 87. A summary of the

Security Council debate that culminated in adoption of the resolution is in Yearbook of

the United Nations, 1982, pp. 1329–1332.
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