the beachhead and support the movement of the land forces. [portion
marking not declassified]
The Atlantic Conveyor brought Harrier jets to the Falklands but we
believe they were transferred to the aircraft carriers before the ship
was struck by an Exocet missile. The Atlantic Conveyer apparently still
contains helicopters and ammunition—some of which may be recoverable. [portion marking not declassified]

303. Telegram From the Embassy in Argentina to the Department
of State1

Buenos Aires, May 27, 1982, 1606Z
3312. CINCSO for INTAFF, CINCLANT for POLAD, Rome for
Vatican. Subject: Argentina: Galtieri Replies to Reagan’s 25 May
Message.
1. (U) President Leopoldo Galtieri has addressed a message to US
President Ronald Reagan in response to his note on the occasion of
the commemoration of 25 May.2
2. (U) Following is the text of Galtieri’s letter to President Reagan:
Quote If our people and government were surprised over the never
expected attitude that the United States has adopted in supporting
Great Britain in its conflict with Argentina, on receiving your congratulations on occasion of the 25 May celebrations today, the Argentine
people and government cannot be more surprised. The assertion made
therein, “that never before has it been so important to reassert the
common interests and values which the Argentina and the United
States and to reiterate the commitment we made to cooperate in this
Hemisphere and in the entire world,” is not in keeping with the attitude
of your government and is something which cannot be understood
under the present circumstances. Unquote.

1
Source: Reagan Library, Roger W. Fontaine Files, Country Files, Argentina (May
1982). Confidential; Immediate. Sent for information Immediate to the South Atlantic
Sitrep Collective and for information to Panama City, USCINCSO, USCINCLANT, and
the Defense Intelligence Agency.
2
Not found. According to a June 18 note from Bremer to Clark transmitting the
signed original of Galtieri’s letter to the White House, Reagan’s May 25 message was
sent to Galtieri to mark the occasion of the Argentine National Day. Bremer added that
a response to Galtieri’s letter “would not serve any useful purpose.” (Department of
State, Central Foreign Policy File, P820091–1421)
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3. (C) Comment: Galtieri’s harsh reply, which received heavy media
coverage here, is not surprising in view of what we know to be Galtieri’s
and the Junta’s anger at the USG. It is also consistent with the stream
of criticism directed at US policy by various GOA officials, and the
guidance and backgrounders given to the local media which hold the
US to be largely responsible for Britain’s strong military response in
the present crisis.
Shlaudeman

304. Memorandum From Secretary of State Haig to
President Reagan1

Washington, May 27, 1982
SUBJECT
Falkland Islands Dispute

There have been several developments this morning which you
should know about. I attended the opening of the OAS meeting which
featured a vicious anti-American speech by Argentine Foreign Minister
Costa Mendez.2 He was relentless and vitriolic in his attack. The Panamanian and Nicaraguan Ambassadors led most of the OAS members
in a standing ovation.
As you know, we have been coordinating with the British on how
to handle the UNSYG’s diplomatic efforts. The Secretary General has
asked both parties to give him their conditions for a ceasefire by this
evening. We have just received the British reply, which is clearly an
attempt to buy additional time (for the OAS meeting to pass unaffected).
But the reply also indicates that the British have begun to reassess their
position on the long-term arrangements for the Islands in response to
my prodding them (per your authorization) in this direction. The last
paragraph of their reply to the SYG suggests that they would be willing
to accept international security arrangements on the Islands, provided

1
Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, S/S Special Handling Restrictions Memos 1979–1983, Lot 96D262, ES Sensitive May 25–31 1982. Secret; Sensitive.
Drafted by Bremer; cleared by Eagleburger. A typewritten notation at the top of the
memorandum reads: “LDX’d to Mr. McFarlane 1540 hours, 5/27.”
2
Haig also addressed the OAS Foreign Ministers. For the text of his speech, see
the Department of State Bulletin, July 1982, pp. 87–90.
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