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dynamic process of involving interested countries rather than stone-

walling. To this end, she could offer to discuss the Falklands’ future

with any interested parties, especially Latin Americans. Should the

Argentines refuse the bait, they would appear intransigent and lose

support for their militancy.

12. In dealing with Thatcher, we should bear in mind that in a

while she will be testing her options not only with us, but also against

the political mood at home, among other allies and Latin Americans,

and in Argentina. We probably should not press her too hard now,

since she will show flexibility only to the degree she sees it in Britain’s

interest. And she will want gestures of moderation to seem to spring

from her.

13. More effective now, we believe, would be for us to make an offer

directly to her personally while she is in New York for the UNSSOD

of general U.S. support in working closely with Britain to find ways

to abort Argentine hostility and restore British and U.S. relations with

Latin America. It may take months to work through the post-Stanley

phase. In this period, the U.S. can be most effective through a sustained

dialogue to edge Thatcher gradually toward a settlement with Argen-

tina. The way to begin will be in private consultations directly with

Thatcher herself, if possible, where she and we can explore the options

and the realities obscured by battle.

Louis

344. Memorandum for the Record

1

Washington, June 15, 1982

SUBJECT

Breakfast meeting with Secretary Haig, Eagleburger, DCI and DDCI

on 15 June 1982

The following subjects were discussed:

[Omitted here is discussion of issues unrelated to the situation in

the South Atlantic.]
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—Falklands. The DDCI reported on a CIA cable indicating coup

plotting is underway against Galtieri.
2

Haig believes Galtieri will last

no more than a week. Meanwhile, there is general belief that Thatcher

has been the one to push hard and that we need to encourage her to

be more moderate. Eagleburger said that the Salvadoran Ambassador

and other South American officials have relayed their belief that the

U.S. will not be damaged very much by the Falklands crisis and that

the Latin American countries in general will continue to look to the

U.S. for leadership and economic support. Haig did voice his concern

about the Salvadoran Army setback yesterday in their operation against

the guerrillas.

[Omitted here is discussion of issues unrelated to the South

Atlantic.]

2

Not found.

345. Action Memorandum From the Assistant Secretary of State

for European Affairs-Designate (Burt) and the Assistant

Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs (Enders) to

Secretary of State Haig

1

Washington, June 15, 1982

SUBJECT

The Falklands: Next Steps

ISSUE FOR DECISION

Whether to recommend that the President dispatch letters to Prime

Minister Thatcher and General Galtieri, and whether to meet in the

building as soon as possible to define our own post-ceasefire policy

towards the Falklands.
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