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INFO I%EZDIRTE CKMIS NEW YORK, MODUK (DS S, 2311, SC AND L) AND
CINCFLEEY,

;.ATRIATION OF AEGENTINE POWS

1. WZ ARE DZEPLY CCNCERNED THAT THE CONDITION ARGENTINE
POw= ON THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND OUR EF%O?T PATRIATE THEv
AS SOON AS POSSI3ZLZ HAVE 222N HISUNDSRS-CD?'
MISREPRESENRTED).
2. THAE FACTS ARZ THAT THE A?GENTINE POWS WZ23= Z0UND 1IN

S
£

APPALLING STATE (VIZ THE Rg203TS FROM THE
ND WZ HAVE NO MZANS OF GIVING THEM ADZQ

THE ARGENTINES TO AGRSZE THAT WS SHOULD i
TO ARGENTINE PORTS AND FOR THIS PURPOSZ HZ
OF SAFE CONDUCT FOR OUR SHIPS. WE AR K0T, 2 T
UNRZASONABLY USING THE PRISONIRS OF WAR A4S 224INING COUNTER.
THE ARGENTINES IN RESPONSE HAVE SAID MERE: " THZ PRISONERS
'SHOULD BT REPATRIATED TO MONTEZVIDEO. THIS
SEVERE PRACTICAL AND HUMANITARIAN PROBLZM. IS ~2Z PRISONERS
ARZ REPATRIATED TO AN ARGENTINE PORT (PRSSSI23L¥  CIMODIRO
IVADAVIA) THE RSTURN JOURNEY FROM THE FATZ.2%D IS:uDS WILL
45 éouas. FOR A JOURNEY AS SHORT &S TSIS %I <OULD LOAD
CANBZRRA WITH 5,000 PRISONERS OF WAR. “¥ILi2 CONSIDZRATIONS
APPLY TO THE USE OF PUNTA ARENAS WHICH IS 4°S0 WI=2IN ABOUT 24
HOURS SAILING TIMZ OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS). I5 —=Z PRISONERS
HAVE TO BE TAKEN TO MONTEVIDEO THE TRAVEL ~I¥Z ¥2ULD B
CONSIDZRABLY LONGER. MORZOVER, WE CANNOT DoKX ~:Z CANSSRRA
LONGSIDZ AT MONTEVIDEO AND PRISONERS WOULD >33323LY HAVE TO

ZARKED TROM OFFSHORES 3Y BOAT, AN C223aTI0% wEICH WOULD

w oW
2 e
(&
™ e
tl

uw




CONFIDENTIAL
10862 -

£DD FURTHER DZLAY. THUS ARGENTINE INSISTZNCZ UFON THE USE OF
MONTEVIDEO WILL SLCW DOWN THE WHOLE PROCZSS OF == ATRIATION. 1IT
WILL INCREASE THE SAILING TIME CONSIDZRA3LY, TZZ=Z3Y DELAYING
FURTHER THIPS. THE ARGENTINE INSISTENCE TZ0ON MINTEVIDEO

*3EIR PART

IN THE WELL-BEING OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE.

3. THE CANBZRRA WILL BE LOADED AND RSADY TO SA&IL LATE THIS
EVENING. PLEASE THEREFORE SPEAK IMMZDIATILY TO THE SWISS AND
ASK THEM TO PUT THE POINTS IN PARAGRAPH 2 230VE (ZXCLUDING MENTION
OF PUNTA ARENAS) TO THE ARGEZNTINES AS A MiTTER GREAT

URSENCY. THEY SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THIS IS 40T & QUESSTION OF
P-ITING PRESSURE ON THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMINT. OJR MOTIVES ARE
HUMANITARIAN, HMOTIVES WHICH WE WOULD EX23CT T2ZZ ARGENTINE
GOVERi¥INT TO SEARE. '

4. (FOR BRASILIA AND WASHINGTON). GRATETUL IF YOU WOULD ASK THE
ERAZILIAN AND US GOVERNMENTS URGENTLY TO :SINTO2CS THE POINTS
KBOVE WITH THE ARGENTINE JUNTA. YOU SHOULD Si¥Y TZAT, OUR ONLY
RLTERNATIVE FOR RAPID REPATRIATION- IS THE USE OF 2UNTA ARENAS.
BUT FOR THIS THERE WOULD HAVE TO BZ AGRISYINT
AND CHILE. IN THEIR CONTACTS WITH THE L2GENTINES IT IS CLEAR

g TO THE USE OF_ ARGENTINE 02TS IS OJT OF THE
QUESTION, THE AMERICANS AND BRAZILIANS COJLD, &S A FALL-3ACK,
URGZ THE ARGENTINES TO MAKE IMMEDIATE AZRINGIVENTS WITH CHILE.
PLEASE ALSO TELL THE AMERICANS AND BRAZILIANS TEAT WE ARS _
EYAMINING URGENTLY THE POSSIBILITY OF SO LTION BY AIR.
THE PROBLEM IS LACK OF AIRCRAFT. ONE I3ILITY MIGHT BE
FOR THE AMERICANS AND BRAZILIANS TO LEND T3 TS iR2GENTINES C-130
'TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT FOR THIS PURPOSE. B SSIULD SAY THAT THIS
IDEA IS MERELY UNDER CONSIDZRATION AT THZ PRSSINT MOMENT AND WE
LRZ NOT ASKING THEM TO TAKE ANY ACTION. ST IVINARY RZACTION
TO THE IDEA WOULD, HOWEVER, BE HELPFUL.

5. (FOR SANTIAGO). PLEASE REHEARSE AGAIN ¥ TSE CHILZAN
GOVERNMENT, ON THE LINES SET OUT ABOVE, T3S FSASSNS WHY THE USE
OF PUNTA ARENAS MAY BE OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE.

NTEVIDE 0). PLEASE INFORM THZ JSUGUAYAN GOVERNMENT
N i Lav ION (SRASILIA TZL=Z: e 932),
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EXPLAINING TEAT WE ARE MAKING ANOTHER ATTEMPT THROUGH THE SWISS
TO O3TAIN ARGENTINE AGREEMENT TO THE USE OF A3GESNTINE PORTS AND,
FAILING THAT, WITH THE CHILEANS FOR THE USE PUNTA ARENAS: BUT
THAT WZ MAY IN THE END NZZD TO ASK THEM URGEXTLY FOR AGRZEMENT
TO THE USE OF MONTEVIDZO. OUR UNDERSTANDING IS TEHAT, ALTHOUGH
THE CANBERRA CAKNNOT DOCK IN MONTEVIDZO, IT %JOGLD 3% POSSIBLE TO
BRING THE SHIP SUFFICIENTLY CLOSE TO HAR30UR TO ALLCW RELATIVELY
RAPID DISEMBARCATION OF THE POWS BY SMALL B0ATS. PLEZASE STRESS
THAT THIS IS A PRELIMINARY WARNING ONLY. W : sy OF COURSE,
LET YOU KNOW AS SOON AS THE SITUATION IS CLEZRSR. MSANWHILE
PLEASE EXPRESS GRATITUDE TO THE URUGUAYANS FOR TH REAZDIKNESS
TO TAKE THE NORLAND. A FINAL DECISION ON TEIS % DEPEND ON
WHAT CAN BZ DONE WITH THE CANBERRA.

7. (FOR UKXMIS GEZNEZVA): SZPARATE INSTRUCTI 3AVE ESEEN SENT.
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