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MY TELNO 508: WEALTH EMINENT PERSONS GROUP,

1. WHEN | SAW P|K BOTHA YESTERDAY TO MAKE OUR POIMNTS ADOUT THE EPG
HE HEARD ME OUT FOR SOME MINUTES AND THEN INTERPRUPTED TO CHALLENGE
OUR ASSUMPTION THAT A COMMONWEALTH GROUP COULD SERVE ANY UScFUL
ROLE HERE WHATSOEVER. THIS WAS NOT JUST THE VlEU OF THE GOYERNMENT
BUT OF PUELIC OPINION GENERALLY,

2. HE ACKNOWLEDGED SOUTH AFR|ICAN APPRECIATION OF THE POSITION
WHICH MRS THATCHER HAD TAKEN AT NASSAU. BUT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT
MUST TRY TO UNDERSTAND THE SOQUTH AFR|CAN COVEPNMENT'S POSITICN,
THERE WAS NO WAY |N WHICH THE SAG COULD AGREE TO RE LECTURED B8Y
NTATIVES OF COMMONWEALTH GOVERNSENTS WHO THEMSELVES DID
TICE DEMCCRACY. | AM SGALT
DIFFERENT., BUT AS FOR MALCOL™
[AS NOT ONLY BIASED
PG CHA|IRMAN AS SU
IRRETRIEVABLY LCS
CESSIVE GROUPS CF OUTSIDERS
TO TELL SCUTH AFRICA WHAT TC
IN PRIVATE WiTH EURCPEAN COM*
TROIKA VISIT AND THE TERMS OF REFERENCEI EVENTUALLY WOSKED
HAD BEEN ACCEPTABLE. EUT THIS WAS DEALING WITH A LIMITED MUMBE®
GOVERNMENTS WHOSE COUKTRIES HAD SIMILAR STANDARDS AMD NSTIT-
UTIONS AS SOUTH AFRICA, THE COMMONWEALTH WAS DiFFERENT. WHERE wOULD
THE PROCESS END ? WITH A UNITED RATIONS MISS|ON AND DEMANDS TC
ACCEPT YiISITING GROUPS INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMUNM|ST
STATES 7
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3. IN REPLY | CONCERTRATED ON TWO POINTS:

(A) THE FATAL EROSION OF MRS THATCHER'S EFFORTS TO SECURE A
CONSTRUCTIVE INTERKAT|ONAL APPROACH TO SOUTH AFRICA |F THE

EPG WERE REJECTED,
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(3) THE FACT THAT SETAILS OF 4OW THE
EVEN BESUN TO BE DISCUSSED AN2 TH
MCRE FLEXIBILITY THAN THE

FOR INSTANCE | POINTED TO THE POSSIBILITY THAT NOT ALL MEvRERs
OF THE €PG MIGHT SEEK TO VISIT SQUTH AFRICA 2UT COULD PERHAPS
COME MORE INDIVIDUALLY AT LEAST FOR A START, | ALSO ASKED PjK
BOTHA TO LOOK CAREFULLY AT THE PPREC|SE-TERMS OF THE COMMONWEALTH
ACCORD WHICH MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE EP5'S BROAD MANDATE WAS T9
ENCOURAGE THE PROCESS OF DIALOGUE. SUPELY THIS SHOULD 3¢

HELPFUL FRCM THE SAG'S POINT OF VIEW, COUPLED AS IT WAS WITH A
CALL FOR THE SUSPENSION OF VIOLENCE 0N ALL SIDES, MOREOVER THE
DEADLINE _TO WHICH THE SAS TOOX EXCEPTION WAS TO BE FOLLOWED BY A
REVIEW OF ADEQUATE PROGRESS, WHICH | SUGGESTED COULD BE SEEY AS
A CONVENI|ENTLY ELASTIC PHRASE,

4. EOTHA CONCEDED THAT THE TERMS OF REFERENCE WOULD 3E |'PORTANT

BUT SAID THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT

SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. RECENT UNREST APPEAREDMTD S SUBS|J%Aa.

THE SAG NEEDED TO BE LEFT TO DEVELOP TS PROPOSALS F2C CHAMAS, |Y

AMY CASE CHANGE COULD QONLY TAKE PLACE AS

AITHIN SCUTH AFRICA. CONTIMNUING FORZ|3Y

PRODUCTIVE. IT WAS NOT JUST A CUESTION

REACTI04S. THE SUBJECT WAS BOUMD TO CONE UP wWHEM THE

MESTS LEADERS OF THE INDEPENDENT HAMSLAYDS TODAY. PIX

SURE TRESE LEADERS WOULD BE OPPOSED TO COMMONWEALTH |NTEF

ON TOP OF THIS THE SAG HAD EVIDENCE THAT A NUMBJ OF BLACKS

SOUTH AFR}CA HAD BEEN ON THE POINT OF TALKING TO THE 3SAf 247

CEVELOPMENTS AT NASSAU HAD MADE THEM SHEER AWAY. THE CCMMOMWEALTHY

DECLARATION HAD MADE PROSPECTS FOR DiALOGUE NOT 3ETTE? BUT

WORSE. APPEARANCE OF THE EPG OK THE SCENE COULD ACTUALLY MAKE

BLACKS LESS WILLING TO NEGOTJATE BECAUSE OF EXPECTATIONS THAT

OUTSIDE INTERVENTION WOULD INCREASE YRKSSWRE e~ TH& SAG.
KUKHH

e

5. THE FOREIGN MINISTER WENT ON TO SPEAK OF A GROWINE FEELING
IN THE SAG THAT THEY HAD TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN WHAT wAS
ECONOMICALLY DES|RABLE AND WHAT WAS POLITJCALLY ESSENTIAL.
THERE COULD BE NO COMPROMISE OVER CERTAIN ESSENTIALS. IF THIS
MEANT THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WERE OBLIGED TO GO ALONG W|TH
HARSH MEASURES INCLUDING SANCTIONS, SO BE IT. SOUTH AFRICA COULD
WITHSTAND SUCH PRESSURES, THEY WCULD MNOT HESITATE TO CHOOSE

ECONOMIC HAPDSHIP RATHER THAN SUPRENDER 0% MESTINNS AF VITAL

Sed

NATIONAL | MPOPFANCE. .
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6. AT THIS LOW POINT WE HAD THE EXCHANGE ADQUT AN | MINENT
AUNOUNCEMENT BY THE COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY GENERAL REPOSTED M

MY TUR, AND DETECTED A SLIGHT THAWING FROM THE APGCALYPTIC
ATTITUDE OF A COUPLE OF MJKUTES EARLIER, PIK BEOTHA IMD|CATEL THAT
ALL MIGHT NOT BE LOST IF, AS | HAD TOLD HiM, DETAILED IDEAS
FOR OPERATION OF THE GROUP HAD STILL TO BE WORKED OUT. THIS
IMPLIED SOME ROOM FOR MANOEUVRE. BUT |N THAT CASE HE SAID
IT WAS ESSENTIAL |F THE SAG WERE TO ACCEPT ANY EPG ROLE, FIRSTLY
THAT THE GROUP'S INTENTIONS SHOULD BE PRESENTED IN A MANNEP
ACCEPTABLE TO SOUTH AFRICA AND SECONDLY THAT THE SAG SHOULD HAVE
A CHANCE TO KNOW PRIVATELY WHAT wAS ©POPASED REFORE TERMS QF

REFERENCE ETC. WERE PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED.

7. WE ENDED BY MY URCING AGAIN THAT THE SAG SHOULD KEEP AN OPEN

MIND UNTIL IT BECAME CLEAR HOW THE EPC THEMSELVES INTENDED TO

OPERATE, AND THAT MEANWHILE THEY SHOULD DO NOTHING TO CLOSE

THE DOOR PUBLICLY. THE MINISTER'S FINAL REMAPK WAS THAT PPESIDENT
WAS 30UND TO REACT IMMETIATELY IF PAMDMAL CAME OUT AT THIS
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COMMONWEALTH EM|NENT PERSONS GROUP

URNED FROM SEEING PIK BOTHA T
IN YOUR TELEGRAM NO 252 AND

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY-GE™

ONWE | DECLARATION

A

RELATING TO THE EPG, REVIEW AFTER SIX MONTHS, AND THE CALL FOR
DIALOGUE AND SUSPENSION OF VIOLENCE. BUT HE WAS ADAMANT THAT
\F RAMPHAL'S EXPECTED ANNOUNCEMEMNT IS CAST IN TERMS WHICH THE
SAG REGARD AS HOSTILE O% THREATENING, THERE WILL BE NO WAY HE
COULD STOP PRESIDENT BOTH FROM REACTING PUBLICLY AGAINST ANY
00sS|BILITY OF CO-OPERATING WITH IT. COULD NOT THE SAG BE
NFORMED OF WHAT WAS PROPOSED ARD GIVEN A CHANCE TO COMMENT
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| DID NOT THINK THERE W Y OF RA™PHAL
ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THE
ANY CASE WAS LARGELY PUBLIC KNO

N, WHICH

BUT MY OwN

VIEW WAS THAT THEREAFTER THE SAG ™G ASONABLY EXPECT THE

H WITH THEM PRjV=-
ATELY BEFORE ANY FURTHER AN.uUNuEHEJ E. BOUT THE GRCUP OP
ANY OF |TS MEMBERS V|SITING SOUTH AFRICA.

5. IN SHORT PIK BOTHA'S LINE WAS THAT THE SAG wOU
PREFER NO ANNOUNCEMENT AT THIS STAGE IN ADVANCE
CHANGES ABOUT MODE OF OPERATICN AMND TERMS

BUT THE MINIMUM PRICE TO KEEP THE PRESIDE®

TION |S AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY RAMPHAL CAST |NM

AND LIMITED SIMPLY TO ANNOUNCING THE NAMES

MEM3ERS OF THE GROUP.
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