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MIPT: SPEECH BY PRESIDENT BOTHA ‘ ‘
1. LORD BARBER TELLS ME THA% THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP TAKE THE VHEW

THAT THE SPEECH DOES NOT SUBSTANT:KALLY CHANGE THE SiTUATHON AND
THAT THEY SHOULD CONT'HWNUE AS BEFORE. THWS #8 ALSO MY OWN VikEW.

——

2. THE COMMONWEALTH GROUP WERE NOT THEMSELVES MENT:LONED kN THE
SPEECH ALTHOUGH SOME SPECULAT:HON IS +'NEW:LTABLE ABOUT THE
SEGN:tF:IICANCE OF COMMENTS BY THE PRESHWDENT ABOUT WISWKTORS FROM
ABROAD WHO (WNTERFERED tkN SOUTH AFRuLA'S DOMESTHC AFFAHRS. HE SA®D
THAT SOME WERE WELL #NTENT:ONED ALTHOUGH OTHERS ONLY COMPOUNDED
CONFUS:ION .

3. N ONE RESPECT THE SPEECH MAY APPEAR #NCONSHSTENT. THE PRESHDENT
REJECTS THE +DEA OF PEOPLE LAYUNG DOWN PR4OR CONDTHONS FOR
NEGOTATHONS YET HIMSELF TALKS OF NON-NEGOTHABLE PRHNCHPLES. THE.
DANGER MUST BE THAT MANDELA AND THE ANC WL FiND THIS

UNACCEPTABLE WHHCH COULD MAKE THE GROUP'S WORK MORE DiFF:ICULT,

BUT THE PRESHDENT ALSO TALKS ABOUT THE NEED TO RETAdN NEGOTHATHNG
FLEX:MBILHTY. ALSO H&S FORMULATIHON ABOUT TALKNG TO THOSE WHO DO
NOT RESORT YO WHOLENCE SEEMS MARGHNALLY BETTER THAN PAST «kNSHS=
TENCE ON PRWOR RENUNCHATMON OF VMOLENCE (ALTHOUGH THERE &S A LATER
REFERENCE TO REJECTdNG VIOLENCE),

4, EARLMER #N THE DAY THE GROUP ASKED COMMONWEALTH AMBASSADORS
THAT THERR CAPHTALS SHOULD DEFER ANY WMMEDWwATE REACTHON TO THE
SPEECH UNTWi THE GROUP THEMSELVES HAD BEEN ABLE TO CONS:HDER THEHR
POSH#TiHON. <» UNDERSTAND FROM LORD BARBER THAT THEY ARE NOW
CONTENT TO WAMVE THi#S REQUEST.

5. «F YOU WhSH TO RESPOND PUBLiCLY +# SUGGEST ihT WOULD BE
ENOUGWWEED FOR
A NEGOTIWATED SETTLEMENT #N SOUTH AFR4CA AND THAT WE BELMEVE THE
COMMONWEALTH GROUP CAN CONTHNUE TO FULFHLL A USEFUL ROLE.

n——
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