CONFIDENTIAL

PRIME MINISTER

SOUTH AFRICA: TELEPHONE CALL TO CHANCELLOR KOHL

You agreed to speak to Chancellor Kohl on the telephone at
0930 on Monday morning. There will be an interpreter on the
_—

line.

You might say that you were encouraged to hear that the

Chancellor continues to oppose economic measures designed to

damage South Africa's economy. There is nothing moral about
M —————————
such measures. They will hurt black South Africans and

min i
nelggggg£} g countries and undermine prec sely those forces

which the European Communlty sﬁ—uld be trying to strengthen,

o ——

namely businessmen who are the main force for change in South

ey
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rica / ey would also be very damaging to employment in

Britain and in Germany./ The Community must not allow itself

t5 be driven by hysteria into irrational and

counter- productlve actions. Rather, it should focus on

p051t1ve and constructlve measures which offer a hope of
—-—-—';,-“’

promoting dlalogue and progress in South Africa. Nor should

we allow the Community's action to be dictated by those
countries who have very little to lose from economic

sanctlons. It's easy to cut off trade if you don't have any.

Rather the views of Britain and Germany>as the two countries

with by far the biggest stake, and thus the most to lose,

should be given greatest weight.

—

You were glad to note that the German representative at
Friday's meeting of the Political Committee declined to be

drawn into discussion of specific measures./ That was our

position too. 1In particular you remain most vigorously
opposed to a ban on imports of fruit, wLne.and vege;ables from
South Africa which several other countries appear to endorse.

Such a measure would hit heavily at Cape coloureds and at

rural blacks. It is all very well for ANC leaders sitting in
—ieggja and for Bishop Tutu to say that they want sanctions but
yoG’aoubt whether that is the feeling of blacks who already
find it very difficult to earn a living.
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You therefore hope that Chancellor Kohl will join you in The

Hague in robust resistance to such economic measures, and at
s Y.

the very least for deferrlng any decisions while other steps
oy

are tried. 1Instead, EHE’EBmmunlty should be encouraged to

e s

focus on positive measures to assist blacks in South Africa;

and a diplomatic initiative which would keep alive hopes of

peaceful progress there. You intend to propose that the
European Council should mandate the Foreign Secretary, as the

new President of the European Community, both to hold

g

consultations with the Community s main partners and to visit
SouEH Rfrlca for dlscu351ons with the South African

Governmen , reporting back to the Foreign Affairs Council in
late July. You hope to have the Chancellor's active support

b’ 11
for this course.

You might also say that you have noted with interest some
ideas which have been attributed to Chancellor Kohl, for

instance a four power meeting on South Africa. The Americans

have expressed the hope that the Community will take no action
\‘“—M

without coordination with the other major trading partners of

South Africa. Otherwise we shall get in a position where we

are constantly undercutting each other. You look forward to

hearing more about the Chancellor's ideas.

———

Depending on how the telephone conversation goes, you may wish
to propose a meeting with Chancellor Kohl in The Hague on

Thursday morning. At present you are scheduled to arrive

there at 1210. You could suggest a meeting in the British or

German Embassies at 1130 on Thursday before going on to Queen

——
e ——

Beatrix's lunch at 1230.

ot

CHARLES POWELL
21 June 1986
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KOH._ CONSIDERS CALLING FOUR-NATION SUMMIT ON SOUTH AFRICA

BONNy June 19y Reuter — West German Chancellor KHelmut Koh!
je€ concicdering calliino on the United Statesy Britain and France
to ta~e part in a four-nation summit With him on ways of dealinag
with South Africas covernment sourcee said today.

Tn-y saic XKohl hac already informecd Dutch Prime Minister
Qg L the current European Community chairmany of hic
rroposal anc was waitino to see what reactions it provoked
refore cdecicding whether to proceec with i1t or cdrop it.

Koh! believed the fpour Western powers were in the best
nneition to infiuence evente in South Africa and that a
top—ievel meetino could discuss ways of exertinag influence on
Tae apgvernment there %0 speecd up racial reformss they added,

The sources saicd the chancellor was expected to raise the
imea at a Evropean Community summit in the Haoue next wee: and
cee what resoonse it received from the British and French
Leacers,

Riarck South African leacders have repeatedly called on the
Uniters Statesy 3ritain and wWest Germany to tavxe economic '
measyres aqaainst South Africa as they are the country’s bi
Trade partners,

Kohi’e aovernment has rejectec full—-scale sanctionss sayina
it reaarce such measures 3¢ ineffectives but the csources said it
miant he preparec o consider some punitive action if Pretoria
refycsec to 1iftY its present ctate of emergency.
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They caic these woulid ! coorcdinated with.the rest of the
Turanean Community anc couwic incluce import restrictigns for
roa’ anc foodstuffs from South Africa and a halt to government
ajarantese gn crecits aiven to businessec there,

Tme spurces saic that even iF surH a pacxage could not HP
anreec at the Haowue summit 2onn it to st up 3 worx
arnup to cdraft prorosals for poss1ble economic measures,

Kpnl miant also wrae Britaine the EC chairman from July
to ee‘aﬂYisﬁ ronfacts with Pretoria on behalf of the Commun

i

i1ty

arc relay warninoe of concrete punitive action it did not tabe

ctens to0 ciemantie arcartheicd, they added.

"we Con’t want to aive up the oossibil

rpiitical mregsure on South Africas' one spurce sadc.
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