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PRIME MINISTER

TAMBO

I have related your comments to the Foreign Office. They say

they are very much aware of the need to avoid being seen to run
after Tambo and for that reason would prefer the meeting to be

in this country. If the meeting was held elsewhere and the Foreign
Secretary had to make a special trip, it would look more as if

we were paying court to Tambo rather than the other way round.

I think there is some force in this argument. It is after all

the ANC who refuse to meet the Foreign Secretary in the context

of his visit to Southern Africa. If they now see him in this

country it will be seen as a climb down by them.

Are you content for the Foreign Office to proceed on the basis
of a meeting in this country if one can be arranged without our

being seen to run after Tambo?

Timothy Flesher
15 August 1986




